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Introduction
This is a story about Lizzy and Queen Victoria. Lizzy’s family is in the clothing industry. Under duress,
Lizzy’s Grandmother agrees to do something that no‐one has ever done before – she makes Queen
Victoria’s first ever, pair of undies!
Very few people probably know that Queen Victoria made the wearing of underpants popular. At the
beginning of her reign very few women wore them. But Queen Victoria made tartans, perambulators
and chloroform fashionable. By the time she died just about every woman in Britain wore underpants
like hers.

About the author/illustrator
Jackie French is one of Australia’s most prolific and successful children’s writers. She has written over
130 books, which have been translated into 23 languages. She lives near Braidwood in the Araluen
Valley, NSW. In 2000, her novel, Hitler’s Daughter was awarded the CBC Younger Readers’ Award. To the
Moon and Back won the Eve Pownall Award in 2005. Macbeth and Son, and Josephine Wants to Dance
were both shortlisted for the 2007 CBC Awards and Flood was shortlisted for the 2012 CBC Awards.

For more information, please see:
www.jackiefrench.com.au/about.htm

Bruce Whatley is one of Australia’s best‐loved and most‐respected author–illustrators. His most recent
books include the enormously successful and award‐winning Diary of a Wombat, written by Jackie
French, and its companion volume, The Secret World of Wombats, also illustrated by Bruce. The best
selling team have also collaborated on Pete the Sheep, and most recently, Josephine Wants to Dance.
Two of Bruce’s previous books, The Ugliest Dog in the World and Tails from Grandad’s Attic, were
named as Notable Books by the Children’s Book Council of Australia in 1993 and 1996 respectively. In
2012, his collaboration Flood with Jackie French, Flood was shortlisted for a CBC award as was, The Little
Refugee with Ahn Do.

For more information, please see:
www.harpercollins.com.au/author/AuthorExtra.aspx?displayType=interview&authorID=12885
http://www.brucewhatley.com/

Author/illustrator inspiration
This section is locked and a quote from the author and/or illustrator will be provided by HCP if available.

Study notes on themes and curriculum topics
This book can be used in a range of subjects with relevance to a variety of themes and topics in the
classroom. It can be used at both the primary and secondary level and provides a great introduction to
some key visual literacy concepts and themes. It allows for students to examine the language and visual
techniques used by creators to create meaning. It also is an effective vehicle to examine how ideas such
as progress, change or grief and an epoch such as the Victorian era can be represented through textual
and visual language.
For example, as outlined in the National Curriculum for English study in Year Three, this book will enable
students to:
make predictions about the text using illustrations on the cover and the title.
Identify literal information in the text including the characters involved and the sequence of key
events.
Link key ideas in the text to personal experience.
Use known and learned vocabulary, including technical vocabulary.
Identify the audience, purpose and the author’s underlying message of the text.
Use appropriate punctuation including capital letters and full stops.
Use knowledge of sounds and high frequency words to spell accurately.
Similarly, this book will enable students in Years 11 and 12 to examine how ideas of change or progress
can be represented in a text and also how a particular period of history and set of ideas can be
powerfully recreated within the confines of a picture book.
Queen Victoria’s Underpants could be used in the Key Learning Areas of:
• English – language and visual literacy activities
• HSIE
• Visual Art

Definition of a picture book
A picture book is a story told in words and pictures. Each makes an important contribution to the way
the story is told and the way meaning is created.
‘A picture is not the same as an illustrated story: there the words alone could tell the story and
the illustrations simply break up the words or decorate the text...In the best picture books, the
illustrations are absolutely necessary. They carry parts of the story or narrative and in some
cases the language is dropped and the pictures alone are all that is needed.’
Libby Gleeson. Making Picture Books, 2003. p. 2
For some fantastic picture book/illustrators websites, please see:
Look! The art of Australian picture books today ‐ www.slv.vic.gov.au/look/
www.slv.vic.gov.au/audio‐video/ann‐james‐illustrating‐emotion ‐ An example of how to
ilustrate emotion
www.slv.vic.gov.au/node/3147 ‐ Creating a picture book
www.guardian.co.uk/childrens‐books‐site/gallery/2012/jun/01/how‐to‐draw‐the‐
queen#/?picture=390831029&index=0
www.guardian.co.uk/childrens‐books‐site/series/how‐to‐draw
www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/celebration/resources/Visual%20Literacy%20Pack.pdf
Pre reading activities – understanding the social and historical context
1. Why are we surrounded by statues, buildings, landmarks, streets and places named
Victoria?
Brainstorm all the things that we can think of that have the name Victoria in it
Please see:
www.royalcollection.org.uk/sites/default/files/Learning_Evidence%20of%20Victorians%20‐
%20Walking%20Map%20pdf_0.pdf
http://www.qvb.com.au/
www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/residents/swimmingpools/VictoriaParkPool.asp
www.whereis.com/vic/#session=MTM=
www.murrayriver.com.au/river‐towns/lake‐victoria/
2. Who was Queen Victoria?
Look at this news story about the recent sale of a pair of Queen Victoria’s underpants! Why
would someone pay thousands of dollars for a pair of underpants?

www.abc.net.au/news/2011‐11‐02/queen‐victoria27s‐underwear‐sold‐at‐auction/3615020
To assist discussion, you could play some of the Horrible History videos:
Victorian inventions
www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/clips/p008ch7x
Queen Victoria and Albert song
www.youtube.com/watch?v=‐SmDX‐8mt7U
Interview with Queen Victoria
www.youtube.com/watch?v=M0P1zIBmihw
Trailer for Young Victoria
www.youtube.com/watch?v=t‐l_IsIdjAg
Class exercise: Ask the students to conduct some research and produce a poster or a short
film/powerpoint/prezi presentation or podcast that answers at least four of the following
questions:
Who was Queen Victoria? Who was she married to?
What was she famous for? What became popular as a result of her interest? Did
anyone ever try to kill her?
When did she live? What other important historical events took place during Queen
Victoria’s reign?
Did she always look a particular way? Why?
How many crowns did she have? What is the story of the small diamond crown of
Queen Victoria?
Please see the following websites for research:
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/victoria/
www.vam.ac.uk/page/v/victorian/
www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/victorians/victorianhome.html
www.royal.gov.uk/pdf/victoria.pdf
www.pbs.org/empires/victoria/text.html

2. What is the history of underpants and what have underpants got to do with freedom and
Queen Victoria?
Read the Author’s Note at the back of the book and have a class discussion about underpants.
What did people wear before underpants? Who wore underpants? Can you imagine never
wearing underpants? What wouldn’t you be able to do if you didn’t wear underpants?
What people wear can have a big impact on what they can do.
When asked about the costumes for Downtown Abbey, writer and director Julian Fellowes said
in an article in Vanity Fair which you can find at:
www.vanityfair.com/online/oscars/2012/07/downton‐abbey‐season‐three‐preview‐
shirley‐maclaine said:

Read through Queen Victoria’s Underpants – and list the things that Victoria would be able to do
if she wore underpants and the things she would not be able to do if she didn’t wear
underpants.
What Queen Victoria could do if she wore
underpants

What Queen Victoria couldn’t
do if she didn’t wear
underpants.

Class exercise: Ask your students to imagine that they have time travelled back to the 1800s.
Ask them to come up with five social rules that Victorian women would have had to obey.
Were they allowed to ride off on their own? Would they have to ride side saddle? Would that
have effected how fast they could go? Could they go to school and university? Were they
allowed to inherit property? Were they allowed to talk to or be alone with men? Were they
permitted to say what they think whenever they want?
Feedback to the class and come up with the five best rules.
Then, ask the class to imagine a woman from Queen Victoria’s time, time travels to the present.
Ask the class to come up with five social rules between men and women in the present day.
Feed back to the class and come up with the five best rules.
Interview your grandmother or elderly female friend and find out what their life was like when
they were young. Write up an interview, or film, edit and produce a video to be broadcast in
class. You could ask some of the following questions:
Were there things that your parents would not allow you to do?
Did you work after you were married? Why or why not?
Did you have to leave your job when you got married?
Were you allowed out alone?
Were there some kinds of clothes that you were not allowed to wear?
How was life different then to how it is now?
How do they think growing up in that period of time effected the development of their
identity?
What have they observed about your generation? How is your generation different to
yours?

Literacy activities
1. Look at the covers and endpapers of the book.

Discuss with the class picture books and what the students already know about them. Use the
following to structure discussion and help students become familiar with the metalanguage of
picture books.
Cover: What does the cover tell us? What predictions can we make about the story?
Endpapers: How do the endpapers take you into the story? What information is provided here?
Do the endpapers set a mood for what is to follow?
Title Page: Look at the font used and the illustration‐How are you positioned as a reader? How
is your reading of the book directed?
Page Opening: Any information that can be gleaned by examining the two facing pages in a
picture book.
Size: How does the size affect your response to the book? Does the size encourage sharing or
the private viewing of the book?

Format: A picture book will be in a square, vertical or horizontal format. The format affects the
shape that the artist fills with pictures. How does the shape affect what the artist can show?
Purpose: What is the purpose of the text? Who is it for? Is it to entertain? Is it to inform?
Predict: Ask the class what they think the book will be about as a result of examining all of those
features of the text.
2. Find some of clues hidden in the text and pictures that tell us something about the time that
Queen Victoria lived.
Closely read Queen Victoria’s Underpants and look at some of the objects in the illustrations and find
out if they were invented while Victoria was Queen or became popular while she was Queen. How do
the inclusion of these images and words add to the overall meaning of the text? In novels, picture books
and films, words and objects can be laden with meaning and symbolism and can locate the reader in a
particular point of time.

Find an object and identify what it is, when was
it invented or when did it or they become
popular in Victorian times?
(Draw a picture of it)
Gramophone

Steam train

Toys

Gas street lights

Tartan and western Highlands terriers

Hot air ballooning

Do we still use something like it or enjoy similar
things today?

Sewing machines

What are or who were the following things
mentioned in the text?
Napoleon – who was he? When did he live? Why is
he mentioned in the book?

Captain Cook‐ who was he? When did he live?
Why is he mentioned in the book?

The Rocket steam train – what was it and when
was it created and why was it significant?

Queen Victoria – who was she?

Prince Albert – who was he?

Petticoats

Silk

Linen

Lace

Bobbins

Warming pan

How do they contribute to the meaning of the
book?

Assassinate

Long johns

Drawers

Bloomers

Sultan

Empress

Footman

Queen’s cipher

Please see the end of these notes to find:
Queen Victoria’s Underpants crossword ‐ BLM 1
Queen Victoria’s Underpants word search – BLM 2
Recipe for Queen Victoria sponge – BLM3
Frame outlines which students can use to draw a portrait or see how framing a picture
in different ways, changes the meaning – BLM 4

Introduction to Visual Literacy
Part One ‐ Exploring metalanguage (QTF)
It is important that students understand the metalanguage of visual design as this provides
them with a language for interpreting and deconstructing images, and for conveying
information. They will need this skill throughout high school.
Provide students with definitions of the following terms in the context of visual design:
Purpose – Consider the composer’s purpose: to entertain, satirise, inform, to make comment,
provoke thought or emotion; or persuade. May be one or more of these.
Audience – the group of people a composer intends to influence.
Context – The range of personal, social, historical, cultural and workplace conditions in which a
text in responded to and composed (BoS NSW 2003). Relates to when the text was composed;
type of publication and evidence to support this.
Salience – Most noticeable point or important feature. The protruding or conspicuous element
of the text.
Vectors – lead the reader from one element to another
Reading path – Taken from the most salient images to the less salient images.
Framing ‐ The frame determines the amount of information given to the viewer as well as
sometimes signalling a social relationship with a viewer.
Colour ‐ Colour is used both to create convincing images and suggest particular mood or
feelings. Variation in tone and saturation can be used for a variety of purposes.
Angles ‐ The use of angles in images allows different relationships to be conveyed between
people and between people and objects.
Size ‐ Illustrations may vary in size to establish and enhance the relationship between
viewer, the image maker and the page.

the

Demand and offer ‐ The eyes of the character in the image determine either a demand or offer.
When the eyes are looking directly at the viewer, they are called a demand. An offer is looking
away from the camera.

_

Adapted from NAPLAN 2011 teaching strategies Visual literacy: Analysing and
interpreting visual images, Stage 4: www.schools.nsw.edu.au/learning/7‐
12assessments/naplan/teachstrategies/yr2011/index.php?id=literacy/reading/lr_cold/lr
cold_s4b_11

Please see for more information:
www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/secondary/english/assets/pdf/grammar.
pdf
These techniques can be used by composers to try and persuade the reader to a particular point
of view or to try and make the reader feel a particular way.

Type of text
Poems and picture book
verse

Novels and
autobiographies

Advertisements/ posters
/picture books

Literary or visual
technique
Similes, metaphor,
personification, alliteration,
assonance,
rhyme, repetition,
onomatopoeia, symbols
and motifs.
Use of first/second/third
person

Use most salient
objects vectors,
layout, contrast,
angles, gaze,
frontal/ oblique
body angles and
colour.

Possible effect on the
reader
Can make the
subject amusing
and endear
subject to reader.

First person can
drag the reader
into the story and
increase
emotional impact.
Third puts a space
between the
reader and writer
but can allow for
more information
and detail.
Use of colour
juxtaposition,
angles, salience
and gaze can
shape meaning

Adapted from:
www.hsc.csu.edu.au/english/esl/belonging/3692/Reading%20Activities/textformfeatures.pdf

Part Two: Look at how some visual techniques shape meaning
Look at a number of images of Queen Victoria

For more images please see:
www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp04634/queen‐victoria
Look for symbols and colours. A painting or a posed photograph is a condensed and concentrated
account of someone. Symbols are used by composers to quickly convey a message.
Why is Victoria wearing a blue sash most of the pictures?
What objects or colours appear in the paintings – are there some things that appear in more than one
painting?

What did you find in the pictures? Decode the symbols.
What do you notice first? What is the first thing you see? Why is your eye drawn to this object?
(Salient object)
Are there any other figures that are prominent in the picture? Why are they there? How do they
contribute to the meaning of the picture?
Why is she wearing a sash across her body? What does the sash signify? What do the crown and
veil in the third picture signify? Why is she wearing such a small crown in one of the pictures?
What do crowns signify? How do framing and angles convey meaning? What are the main
colours used?
The blue sash:
Find out what the sash means. Please see:
www.royalinsight.net/ask‐windsor/ask‐windsor‐may‐2011
www.heraldicsculptor.com/Garters.html
Queen Victoria’s crowns:
Find out the kinds of crown’s Queen Victoria wore, particularly after the death of her husband
Albert. What is the story of Queen Victoria’s small diamond crown? Please see:
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_diamond_crown_of_Queen_Victoria
royalexhibitions.co.uk/crown‐jewels‐2/royal‐regalia/
The mourning veil or bridal lace?:
It was customary in Victorian times for women to wear a veil when their husband’s died. Further
Queen Victoria popularised the wearing of a veil at weddings. Please see:
www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/albert_prince.shtml
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk‐england‐derbyshire‐18660179
Queen Victoria and dogs:
Queen Victoria loved dogs – her favourite was called Dash and her husband’s favourite was
called Eos. Please see:
www.royalcollection.org.uk/press‐release/noble‐hounds‐and‐dear‐companions
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/theroyalfamily/9327775/Queen‐Victorias‐silver‐gift‐to‐
Prince‐Albert‐on‐sale‐for‐200000.html
Class exercise:
Think about your grandmother or an important woman in your life and create a portrait of her.
Include four things that symbolise her. You can use the frames in BLM 4.

Part Three: Apply knowledge and examine the visual techniques used on the cover of Queen
Victoria’s Underpants
As a class, annotate the front cover of Queen Victoria’s Underpants, ensuring that students can identify:
The purpose of the book.
The target audience for the book.
The salient feature of the cover.
The reading path of the cover and if any vectors are evident.
How framing and angles are used to convey meaning.
The use of colour and the purpose of it.
The symbols.

Questions you can ask:
Is there anything on the cover that is similar to the paintings? Why do you think they are there?
What are the objects that could symbolise Queen Victoria?
What is the first thing you look at on the cover of the book? This is called the “salient object”
(the object that stands out most). Why is your eye drawn to this object? Compare your response
with other classmates’. Are their salient objects the same as yours?
Are there any other figures that are prominent in the picture? Why are they there? How do they
contribute to the meaning of the story?

What are the main colours used on the cover of the book? Why do you think the illustrator has
chosen these colours? What is the colour purple traditionally associated with (other than
Cadbury chocolate)?
On the cover Queen Victoria is shown in profile. Where is she looking? Why do you think the
illustrator has drawn her this way? Would the picture have felt different if she were looking
straight at the viewer? In what way? What does the positioning of the Queen and her dogs tell
you about the story? Who loved a greyhound called Eos? What do you think the focus on the
story will be about?
Listen to the story being read aloud without looking at the illustrations. Then, read the story
while viewing the illustrations. Do the illustrations change your understanding of the story in
any way? How?
Adapted from:
www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/secondary/english/stages4_5/teachlearn/nthsyd
ghs/nthsydghs.htm

Part Four: Close study of two images to build upon previous knowledge of visual
language
Deconstruct these images as a whole class identifying the different visual techniques. Focus in
particular on the use of colour and framing. Examine how to images work together.
Watch this short video about illustrator Anne Spudvilas and the processes and choices she
makes when illustrating picture books. Please see: www.slv.vic.gov.au/node/3147

Image One
How is colour and framing used in this picture?
Which element is the most salient?
How does that contribute to meaning?
Why are the two dogs in the picture as well? What does their presence tell us about Queen Victoria?
Why is the word tartan in capital letters?
Why do all the illustrations of the Queen and her underpants only have herself and the dogs in them?
Why are they in colour?

Image Two
Why are all the pictures with only Lizzy and her family in them, in sepia monotones? Do you think that
has to do with the time in which Queen Victoria lived?
How are the pictures framed?
Are all the family members equal or is one figure more salient?
Class exercise:
Working in pairs, choose a double page spread from the book and comment on the features of the
written text and the illustrations and present findings to class.
In pairs, create your own two page illustrated text on a historical figure using text and colour and
framing in particular to try and persuade the reader.

Questions for reading and discussion
Inference activity
After you have read through the book and done some of the other activities, you could set this
inferring activity to measure learning and understanding which fits into the National Curriculum,
Response to Literature standards for Year 3. (This activity has been adapted from
www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/worksamples/AC_Worksample_English_3.pdf):
This exercise will allow students to:
make predictions about the text using illustrations on the cover and the title.
Identify literal information in the text including the characters involved and the
sequence of key events.
Link key ideas in the text to personal experience.
Use known and learned vocabulary, including technical vocabulary.
Identify the audience, purpose and the author’s underlying message of the text.
Use appropriate punctuation including capital letters and full stops.
Use knowledge of sounds and high frequency words to spell accurately.

Queen Victoria’s Underpants ‐ Inferring Reading Strategy
My Prediction

Brief recount of the text

What type of connection did you make with the text? Text to self, text to world, text to text

What have you learned about Queen Victoria?

Who is the intended audience for this book? Children/teenagers/adults/other

Why do you think the author wrote this book? To entertain/tell a message/how do you know?

What is the underlying message of this book?

Do you think the story would have been different if it had been about Queen Victoria’s dogs
rather than her underpants? Yes/No/ Please explain

Bloom’s Domain

Verbs

Sample Questions/Activities

Remembering
(read at text level,
directly from the
words)

Recalling information,
recognising, listing,
describing, retrieving,
naming, finding.

Understanding
(requires some
understanding,
comprehension,
interpretation of
events)

Explaining ideas or
concepts,
interpreting,
summarising,
paraphrasing,
classifying, explaining.

Who is the book about?
When did she live?
What did she introduce for people to wear?
How many pairs of underpants did she have?
How regularly were her underpants washed?
Why was wearing underpants significant?
What did the wearing of underpants allow
women to do that they had not been
allowed to do before?
Why did the Grandmother originally object
to the Queen wearing underpants?

Applying
(must be able to
apply understanding
to a new situation)

Using information in
another familiar
situation,
implementing,
carrying out, using,
executing.

Write a dialogue between the Queen and
her husband Albert about whether she
should wear underpants or not.
Write a diary entry from Victoria about how
it feels to wear underpants for the first time.

Analysing
(comprehending
relationships and
their effects)

Breaking information
into parts to explore
understandings and
relationships,
comparing,
organising,
deconstructing,
interrogating, finding.

What have women been able to do by
wearing underpants?
Why did Victoria like wearing underpants?
What other things have happened that have
allowed women to fully participate in the
world?

Evaluating

Justifying a decision
or course of action,
checking,
hypothesising,
critiquing,
experimenting,
judging.

Write a newspaper article as if you were
living in the 19th century objecting to women
wearing underpants.
Write a diary entry as Prince Albert about
how Victoria changed/or didn’t change with
the wearing of underpants.

Creating

Generating new
ideas, products, or
ways of viewing
things, designing,
constructing,
planning, producing,
inventing.

Create a powerpoint presentation or a short
movie on the history of undergarments and
the effects they have had on the way we
live. For example, why don’t men wear hats
anymore?
Retell the story in four pages without using
words.
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